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Provisional programme


Introduction

The aims of this high-level meeting are:
· to provide a platform to share country experiences of strengthening health systems for better noncommunicable disease (NCD) outcomes;
· to celebrate successes and understand how they were achieved; and
· to inspire action for accelerated health system transformation to reduce premature NCD mortality.

The format of the meeting will include both plenary and interactive sessions.


Plenary session and ministerial panel on a comprehensive and coherent health systems response to NCDs

The objective of the first half day is to put forward a comprehensive health systems response to NCDs and to reflect on its comprehensiveness and coherence.

Specifically, this session will:
· explore what constitutes a comprehensive health systems response to NCDs and how alignment and coherence of policy instruments can be ensured;
· highlight the equity and gender dimensions of health systems transformation for better NCD outcomes, including for those left behind by traditional mainstream approaches;
· consider the ambition of leapfrogging and implementing an accelerated vision of health system transformation for faster reduction in premature NCD mortality; and
· focus not only on the what but also on the how by ascertaining factors that enable implementation of successful large-scale health system transformation.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Parallel sessions on technical aspects of a comprehensive and coherent health systems response to NCDs

The parallel sessions will be technical in nature and will put forward key policy recommendations in essential areas of health systems strengthening for NCDs based on current evidence, good practices in the WHO European Region, and anticipated innovations.

These sessions will be oriented around the themes and topics of the regional report in a structured participatory manner and will include:
· results and outcome orientation through performance monitoring and feedback provided by the health system;
· governance needs for sustained intersectoral action on NCDs;
· transforming public health agencies to lead health promotion for and prevention of NCDs;
· the role of local governments and communities in NCD prevention, detection and management;
· implementing multi-profile, team-based, integrated primary care to step up early detection and disease management;
· implementing a people-centred approach for NCDs;
· health financing strategies to support health system transformation for a more effective NCD response;
· a fit-for-purpose health workforce for NCD prevention, detection and management;
· access to quality medicines and technologies at the right place and the right time; and
· bridging policy gaps with information solutions.


Interactive panels centred around real country problems and 
a team-based multidisciplinary problem-solving approach

Real cases from countries will be presented in an interactive format. A panel of experts will debate possible solutions, outlining advantages and disadvantages, with feedback from the Member State putting forward the problem. The audience will be encouraged to participate in the problem-solving exercise and to draw parallels from their own experiences.


Plenary session and Member State panel

This session will focus on the opportunities for action and link the contents of the high-level meeting to the Sustainable Development Goal and universal health care agendas.

The session will:
•	reflect on opportunities for action at the global, regional and local levels;
•	consider the role of international partners in health systems strengthening; and
•	revisit the issue of leapfrogging and what it would require.
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